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1. The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, 
chairman; Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Beth Magura, recording secretary; Jamie Furness; 
Roger Ingraham; and Becky Kraussmann. A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the April 25, 2022, SHAC meeting 
Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 4/25/2022 regular 
meeting; this motion was seconded by Roger Ingraham. The motion was unanimously passed 
by the group. (Note: The 5/23/2022 meeting had been cancelled.} 

3. Update on repair of the Allen Bridge on Spring Street. 

Commissioner Beth Magura reported that Director of Public Works Devin Cowperthwaite had 
emailed an update on 6/24/2022. Mr. Cowperthwaite wrote that the Town of Stafford has 
applied to the State of CT Office of Policy & Management (OPM} to use Local Capital 
Improvement Project funding for the engineering related to bridge repair. This is a result of 
OPM enacting some new requirements for approval from the CT Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP} for projects that fall within a flood plain. 

Because the Allen Bridge is located within a flood plain, the Town has submitted an Application 
for Flood Management Certification (FMC} to CT DEEP. At this time, the Town awaits approval 
of the FMC. 

In Draft 6 of the 2022 Plan of Conservation and Development, SHAC commissioners had noticed 
that on page 27 there is a table listing the status of each of Stafford's bridges that are 
maintained by the Dept. of Public Works (DPW}. 

Details pertinent to the Allen Bridge on Spring Street appear in one row of this DPW table. Ms. 
Magura inquired about "the action year" (2035), the expected remaining service life (20 years), 
and the estimated cost of rehabilitation ($110,000). 

Mr. Cowperthwaite wrote that the table of bridge assessments will need to be updated before 
the 2022 POCD is finalized by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

He further explained that the "expected service life" date is based on the hypothetical date if 
no rehabilitation were to be performed. Mr. Cowperthwaite said that the DPW does intend that 
a planned rehabilitation of the bridge will be performed in the near future. 

The "action year" is the year when the town would have to initiate action to replace or repair 

the bridge before the bridge would need to be restricted or closed. Mr. Cowperthwaite said 

that this is a worst-case scenario if no rehabilitation were to be performed on the bridge before 
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that date and is based on the engineer's suggested service life without rehabilitation. He 

emphasized that this is NOT the preferred or projected timeline. 

In regard to the cost of rehabilitation, Mr. Cowperthwaite wrote that the $110,000 figure was 

an estimated cost of construction from the engineer at the time of an analysis done in 2020. 

That estimate does not include engineering, right-of-way (ROW) costs, construction inspection, 

contingencies, incidentals, etc. Mr. Cowperthwaite also pointed out that the estimate was done 

before COVID-19 occurred, so he thinks it is safe to say that the current cost of the project 

would be multiples of that after all considerations. 

What remains unclarified for SHAC is the interpretation of the seismic refraction imaging and 

abutment borings done on the bridge in 2021 by contractors of the State of CT DOT. 

4. Update on progress related to the two-year, $20,000 grant from the State Historic 
Preservation Office to fund research by an architectural historian to establish a Main Street
Hyde Park National Register Historic District. 

Commissioner Becky Kraussmann contacted Amber Wakley-Whaley, the Town's grants and 
marketing specialist. Ms. Wakley-Whaley said that the Request for Proposal to hire an 
architectural historian with the necessary credentials is ready to be distributed via the usual 
channels. The two-year clock for this project has not yet started ticking. 

SHAC looks forward to an update on progress at our next meeting. 

5. Discussion of informational signs for historic buildings and points of interest. The Stafford 
Rotary Club is in the early stages of a project to create a self-guided historical tour using QR
coded signs. 

SHAC Chairman Leonard Clark, who also serves as an alternate member to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission (PZC), confirmed that the PZC wants to hear about this project. The 

approval of any Town-wide project involving signage requires review by the PZC. 

Commissioner Jamie Furness said that the Rotary Club may not know that PZC approval or 

collaboration is needed. 

Ms. Kraussmann, as vice president of the Stafford Historical Society, said that she would inform 

Brian Goepfrich of the Rotary Club. Ms. Magura said she encountered Mr. Goepfrich tending a 

self-guide tour information table on June 10 at Tricentennial Clock Park during the "Arts on 

Main" event. At that time, she conveyed the PZC's interest in the self-guided tour. 

At SHAC's Feb. 28th meeting, Mr. Goepfrich had presented an overview of the project, and Mr. 

Clark had mentioned that the PZC would need to be involved to provide guidance on setting up 

signage of this sort. 
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Ms. Magura pointed out that earlier this spring Ms. Wakley-Whaley had been contacted by 

Julien lcher of the Lafayette Trail project. (In Sept. 2019, he had set up an informational table at 

the Tricentennial exhibition hall and chatted with townspeople about Lafayette's much

acclaimed tour of the U.S. in 1824.) Ms. Wakley-Whaley said that the Board of Selectmen have 

to be consulted on the Town accepting the offer of a Lafayette Trail sign, which would 

commemorate Gen. Lafayette's overnight stay in Stafford in 1824. Placement ofthe sign has 

not been decided upon. 

Mr. Clark said that PZC Chairman Dave Palmberg, who works in Rocky Hill as zoning 

enforcement officer, mentioned that some historical signage was funded in Rocky Hill through 

some sort of grant. Mr. Clark suggested that the Rotary Club could discuss Rocky Hill's project 

with Mr. Palmberg when they participate in a PZC meeting. 

Commissioner Roger Ingraham remarked that the Lions Club could be contacted about helping 

to fund the self-guided tour signage. 

Ms. Magura said that she has sent to Ms. Wakley-Whaley examples of informational signs from 

Horsebarn Hill on the UConn campus in Storrs and from the Niantic, CT, seaside boardwalk. 

There are many types of outdoor signs-some more durable than others. Some include maps 

that are useful to denote walking tours. 

6. SHAC Vice Chairman Donald Passardi will give an update on installation of a replacement 

flagpole at Haymarket Square (where E. Main and Main streets intersect). The original 

flagpole had been set up in 1917 by members of the Grand Army of the Republic (a Civil War 

veterans group), and in 2019 it was felled by corrosion of the metal pole. 

Mr. Passardi reported that during a Flag Day event on June 14, 2022, $12,660 was raised for the 

purpose of reinstalling the flagpole at what has traditionally been referred to as Haymarket 

Square. 

The flagpole will be returned to a traffic island in the middle of State Route 190, where rose 

bushes are now planted. The State of CT will engineer the base needed to support the flagpole. 

However, installation of the base will be the responsibility of the town. 

The Stafford Motor Speedway has offered to buy the 75-foot-tall flagpole. It will cost between 

$16,000 and $20,000, reported Mr. Passardi. Four local businesses each are donating $3,000 

toward expenses. On June 14, smaller donations totaled about $660. A fund-raising campaign is 

ongoing. 

A motion was made by Mr. Passardi to move Agenda Item 8 ahead of Agenda Item 7 in the 
meeting, because Agenda Item 7 was expected to be a lengthy discussion about SHAC's 
contribution to the 2022 Plan of Conservation and Development. Commissioner Kraussmann 
seconded the motion. The group agreed to this unanimously. 
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Original Agenda Item 8. Discussion of the final report of the $300,000 Brownfields 
Assessment Grant received from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The study began 
in Jan. 2020 to inventory regional brownfield sites, identify contamination issues, focus on 
redevelopment and area-wide planning to return distressed, abandoned or environmentally 
stigmatized sites back into viable and sustainable reuse. 

Ms. Magura, as a member of the Brownfields Advisory Board, said that only one in-person 
meeting of BAB took place in February 2020. Shortly after, COVID-19 mitigation efforts began. 
This resulted in the Town's employees (ZEO Dave Perkins and Ms. Wakley-Whaley, as grants 
specialist) meeting periodically with Weston & Sampson environmental engineering 
representatives. 

In Dec. 2020, some SHAC members participated in the web presentation of David Gamble 
Associates, which showed various concepts for adaptive reuse of the Witt building in Hyde Park. 
An on line survey of the participating townspeople (a "flash poll") was done at that time. This 
was augmented by a citizen survey posted on the Town's Brownfield project web pages. 

The only compiled brownfields report distributed to BAB and other townspeople was dated 
April 28, 2021. According to SHAC's July 26, 2021, meeting minutes, Chairman Clark had sent all 
SHAC members a copy of the Hazardous Building Materials Investigation of the Witt building by 
Weston & Sampson, dated April 28, 2021. 

(NOTE: A more comprehensive Hazardous Building Materials Investigation report may exist that 
includes assessments of Hydeville Mill, the American Woolen Co. warehouse at the intersection 
of High Street and Furnace Ave., the former dry cleaner site at the intersection of Willington 
Ave. and E. Main Street, and any other site deemed to have some commercial potential for 
adaptive reuse. Interested citizens should contact Dave Perkins, Zoning Enforcement Officer.) 

At the July 26 meeting, SHAC members were informed of a meeting of the Brownfields Advisory 
Board (BAB) scheduled for the week of Sept. 13, 2021. Ms. Wakley-Whaley, who is chairman of 
BAB, said that much of this BAB meeting would be focused on site planning, such as potential 
end-uses and community needs. To create a strong grant application for additional cleanup and 
redevelopment funding, the town needed to have a clearer reuse plan, she said. 

SHAC's Nov. 22, 2022 meeting minutes includes a summary report on the 5 p.m. virtual 
presentation by Amber Wakley-Whaley (grants and marketing specialist) and Dave Perkins (land 
use technician and zoning enforcement officer) related to applying for a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfields Cleanup Grant for the decommissioned Witt School. See 
Item 4 at http://records.staffordct.org//files/2021/SHAC/11-22-Minutes.pdf 

On Dec. 1, 2021, the Town of Stafford submitted its application for a Brownfield Cleanup Grant 
from the U.S. EPA's Brownfields Program. 

On May 16, 2022, U.S. Representative Joe Courtney (CT-02) announced that the Town of 
Stafford had received a $650,000 Brownfield Cleanup grant "to clean up the former Stafford 
High School, which is currently vacant." Initiation of activities related to this grant are under 
way. 
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In total, since early 2020, the Town of Stafford has received $950,000 in grants from the U.S. 
EPA to assess and remediate brownfield sites. 

Original Agenda Item 7. Discussion of SHAC drafting content for the 2022 Plan of 
Conservation and Development to ensure that the plan more proactively incorporates the 
history of Stafford into the town's 10-year future plan. 

Members decided that SHAC will recommend to the Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) 

that the list of Town-owned properties should be separated into those of historic interest (over 

50 years old) and nonhistoric properties. Succinct text would be added to establish the historic 

relevance of selected properties in the hopes that future citizens would support their 

maintenance. 

Agreeing to do so, review of the POCD draft text began. Line-by-line editing of the property 

descriptions continued until 8:56 p.m. 

Mr. Clark then made a motion to have a Special Meeting on Thursday, June 30, 2022, to finish 

editing the list of historic buildings. Ms. Magura seconded the motion, which was unanimously 

agreed to. 

Mr. Clark will submit an agenda to the Town Clerk; he reminded everyone that no other 

business can occur at the Special Meeting other than editing the POCD materials. 

9. Public comment. No members of the public participated. 

10. Old Business. There was no old business. 

11. New Business. There was no new business. 

7. Adjournment. Roger Ingraham made a motion to adjourn; Becky Kraussman seconded the 

motion. The motion was agreed to unanimously by the group. The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Respectfull'i bmitted, 

fv 
Beth Magura 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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